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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - JULY 20 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S PRESS BRIEFING FOR JULY 20, 

1976: 


Q. BOB, WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THE EVACUATION FROM 
BEIRUT? HAS ANOTHER DATE BEEN SET? AND WHAT CAUSED THE 
PROBLEM? 

A. (MR. FUNSETH) NO DATE HAS BEEN SET. AND THE PROBLEM 
WAS THAT WE WERE ADVISED THAT THE LAND ROUTE TO DAMASCUS 
THAT WAS GOING TO BE USED WAS NOT SECURE. 

Q. WELL THE GENERAL IMPRESSION OVER THE WEEKEND, AT LEAST, 
WAS THAT SOME OF THE ANXIETY ABOUT AN - ABOUT IMMINENT 
STREET FIGHTING IN WEST BEIRUT, HAD BEEN OVERSTATED - THAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THINGS WEREN'T REALLY THAT BAD. THE POSTPONEMENT SUGGESTS 
THE OPPOSITE. WHAT IS THE SITUATION? IS IT MORE DIFFICULT, 

OR IS IT LESS DIFFICULT? 

A. THE PROBLEM OF SECURITY WAS NOT NECESSARILY IN WEST 
BEIRUT, BUT ENROUTE BETWEEN BEIRUT AND DAMASCUS. 

THE DECISION TO SUGGEST, OR TO URGE AMERICAN CITIZENS TO 
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LEAVE WAS, AS WE STATED AT THE TIME: THE GENERALLY 
DETERIORATING LIVING CONDITIONS IN LEBANON, AS WELL AS 
THE UNCERTAIN SECURITY SITUATION, WHICH HAS NOT IMPROVED. 

Q. WELL, BOB, WHO ADVISED US THAT THE LAND ROUTE IS NOT 
SECURED? DID THE PALESTINIANS ADVISE US OF THAT? 

A. WE ARE IN TOUCH WITH A NUMBER OF PEOPLE CONCERNING 
THE SECURITY OF THE ROUTE FROM LEBANON, ALL THE WAY TO 
DAMASCUS. 

Q. DOES THIS MEAN THE UNITED STATES IS NOW CONSIDERING 
SEA EVACUATION? 

A. WE ARE STILL PLANNING A LAND TYPE CONVOY, BUT WOULD 
NOT EXCLUDE THE OTHER OPTIONS WHICH WE ACKNOWLEDGED WHEN 
WE MADE OUR FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT, THAT THERE WERE THREE 
POSSIBILITIES: LAND, AIR AND SEA. 

SO THOSE TWO OTHERS REMAIN OPTIONS, BUT THE PRESENT PLAN 
IS FOR ANOTHER LAND CONVOY. 

Q. ARE THERE ANY OTHER CHANGES IN THE PLAN TO THIN DOWN 
THE EMBASSY - 

A. NO. 

Q. THERE ARE NO SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT THAT? 

A. NO. 

Q. BOB, THERE WAS A REPORT OVER THE WEEKEND, I THINK, OR 
YESTERDAY, THAT A SOVIET AIRCRAFT CARRIER CAPABLE OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CARRYING JUNK JET AIRCRAFT WENT FROM THE BLACK SEA INTO 
THE MEDITERRANEAN; AND THERE WAS A SUGGESTION IN ONE PAPER 
THAT THIS WAS DONE IN SPITE OF U.S. PROTEST. 

WAS THERE ANY U.S. PROTEST ABOUT THIS? OR INQUIRY? 

A. NO, THERE WAS NO U.S. PROTEST ON THAT. 

Q. HOW DOES THE UNITED STATES FEEL ABOUT THE ENTRY OF 
KIEV INTO THE MEDITERRANEAN? DOES IT HAVE JUNK JET 
CAPACITY? 

A. WE KNOW THAT IT CARRIES HELICOPTERS. 

THE ISSUE REALLY IS: WAS IT A VIOLATION OF THE MONTREUX 
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CONVENTION, I THINK. AND WE ARE NOT A SIGNATOR TO THE 
MONTREUX CONVENTION. SO WE ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO 
COMMENT ON THE BASIS OF THE DECISION. 

MOREOVER, ON BACKGROUND I THINK WE HAVE TO UNDERSTAND 
THAT THAT CONVENTION WAS SIGNED FORTY YEARS AGO WHEN 
AIRCRAFT CARRIERS WERE NOT A MATTER OF CONCERN; AND THE 
TEXT IN THAT CONVENTION IS AMBIGUOUS ON THIS QUESTION. 
END BACKGROUND 

Q. DID THE UNITED STATES DISCUSS THIS - OR DID TURKEY 
DISCUSS THIS WITH THE UNITED STATES BEFORE GRANTING 
PERMISSION? 

A. NO, NOT TO MY KNOWLEDGE. KISSINGER 
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